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Violetta Valéry: lleana Cotrubas (soprano) / Alfredo Germont: Giacomo Aragall (tenor)
Giorgio Germont: Wolfgang Brendel (baritone)
Bayerische Staatsoper / Carlos Kleiber (conductor)
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This beautiful and enduringly popular opera had the worst fiasco in performance
history at its premiere in Venice in 1853. Both performers and audience thought the
contemporary setting and costumes unacceptably avant-garde. Giuseppe Verdi
(1813-1901) wisely transplanted the plot back to the 18™ century, and the opera
began to find favour with the public. It soon established itself, with Verdi’s original

intentions restored, as one of the box-office top-hits in the international repertoire.

The protagonist Violetta is based on the life of the Parisian courtesan Marie
Duplessis, who inspired the younger Dumas’s novel, from which the libretto
is derived. For the love of Alfredo, Violetta makes great sacrifices and dies in

abject poverty.

| will present a live broadcast recording of a performance by the Bayerisches
Staatsoper conducted by Carlos Kleiber in 1975, with a fabulous cast headed by
soprano lleana Cotrubas as Violetta, tenor Giacomo Aragall as her lover Germont,

and baritone Wolfgang Brendel as his disapproving father.
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https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio4
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio4/programme/opera/episode/1087795/


